
 
 

Pass/Fail Grading Option 
(effective Spring 2020 semester only) 

 
We are expanding the Pass/Fail option for students who feel that their grade(s) are at risk with 
the new circumstances they are experiencing given the events related to the novel Coronavirus.  
These new circumstances could include changes in living arrangements, adoption of new 
responsibilities, the loss of in-person on-campus resources, or other situations that have created 
increased burdens for the student. 
 
All students have the option to change any courses that are currently assessed on the letter grade 
system to assessment on a Pass/Fail (P/F) system. 
 
A student may elect to have all their courses moved to the P/F system. Spring 2020 P/F courses 
will be considered in addition to any future and past P/F courses.  Future and past P/F courses (in 
addition to those elected for Spring 2020) may not exceed 18 credits. 
 
IMPORTANT: Pass/Fail is not a solution to problems of access to technology. Students 
should work closely with their faculty instructors and advisors to address technology 
difficulties, no matter the grading option. 
 
Major, minor and core courses taken during the Spring 2020 semester may be moved to the P/F 
system.  This includes senior seminar.  Students must complete work equivalent to a C- or higher 
in their major, minor and core courses in order to earn a P.   
 
Electives are defined as any course not required for a major or minor or the core curriculum. 
Electives taken during the Spring 2020 semester may also be moved to the P/F system.  Students 
must achieve work equivalent to a D or higher in their elective courses in order to earn a P grade.   
 
Students who seek to move to P/F must communicate the intent to do so to their instructor and 
must file a request with the Office of the Registrar by April 17, 2020.  If warranted, the 
instructor will communicate to the Center Chair any information relevant to the student's request 
for moving to P/F.  Final approval of the student's request will be made by the student's faculty 
advisor and the appropriate Center Chair. 
 
Academic credits earned as P/F count towards the minimum 120 credits required for graduation. 
Failures in a P/F course lower the GPA; a grade of P is not calculated as part of the Career 
GPA.  
 

 



VERY IMPORTANT, PLEASE NOTE:  

1. If a student transfers to another college in a future semester: Students requesting the 
P/F option need to know that under normal circumstances many colleges and universities 
do not accept transferred P credits. It is possible that given the unusual circumstances of 
the Spring 2020 semester under the COVID-19 pandemic, this normal rule for transfer P  
credits may be loosened at other institutions.   
 
However, students should be aware that we are not certain how other institutions will 
treat P/F grades from this semester, even if other colleges and universities loosen the 
rules for P/F for their own students this semester. 
 

2. If a student is considering graduate school, law school, medical school, or other post-
baccalaureate programs:  Students should be aware that it is not yet known how 
graduate schools and other post baccalaureate institutions will treat P/F grades from this 
semester.  If a student is considering graduate education, they should carefully consider 
how P/F grades in their major and minor courses might reflect on their graduate school 
applications, especially in Senior Seminar. 
 

3. Student Athletes, P/F, and eligibility:   Under normal circumstances the NCAA does 
not permit student athletes to take courses as P/F and still retain eligibility to participate 
in NCAA sports.  However, given the unusual circumstances of the Spring 2020 semester 
under the COVID-19 pandemic, the NCAA will permit student athletes to switch to a P/F 
system and still retain eligibility if they have a career GPA of 2.0 or higher. 

If a student has a career GPA that is under 2.0 and seeks to be eligible for NCAA 
athletics, that student should stay on the letter grade system so that they may earn grades 
with the goal of improving their GPA to a 2.0 or higher.  

4. P/F and Student Financial Aid: Under normal circumstances students would face the 
potential for changes in eligibility and potential reductions in financial aid if they moved 
to P/F grades as these grades do not count towards GPA in evaluating Satisfactory 
Academic Progress (SAP).  We continue to monitor information from the U.S. 
Department of Education, and we are optimistic that we will have further guidance with 
regard to P/F and SAP in advance of the April 17 deadline for a student to switch to the 
P/F system. 
 
Before opting for P/F, students should confirm how P/F grades from the Spring 2020 
semester will affect their financial aid status for the following academic year. Our 
Financial Aid Office is available to answer any student concern related to their financial 
aid package and P/F grades. 

  
 


